
South Northamptonshire Council (initial draft - sent on 12 February 2016) 

Dear Bernadette 
  
I hope all’s well with you and look forward to working with you again. 
  
Following our meeting with officers on Tuesday and the initiation of pre-app arrangements between 
Rail Central / Ashfield Land and SNC, I wanted to get in touch with regard to the proposed 
consultation approach. 
  
Attached is a draft SoCC.  We touched on this with your colleagues on Tuesday.  I understand 
aspects of comms and consultation/engagement will also have been covered in the member briefing 
that took place yesterday. 
  
What we would like to do, with your assistance, is to review/discuss the SoCC informally with 
you.  We have always found this approach to be helpful in the past and I would hope it would be the 
same in this case too. 
  
We can then make any adjustments ahead of submitting the draft to you/SNC in a formal manner and 
triggering the 28 day review period. 
  
We would also be interested to know how you/members also intend to review/approve.  There was 
some suggestion that it might be something you want to take to committee or cabinet. If that is the 
case, we can then factor that into the overall programme. 
  
Can I suggest that we arrange either to meet or to have a suitable call next week and we can move 
this on? 
  
I would be very happy to meet in Towcester if that is easier from your perspective. 
  
Do please let me know and we can make arrangements. 
  
I have copied Danny at Turley for info. 
  
Many thanks and look forward to hearing from you – my numbers are 020 7636 7366 / 07968 748125. 
  
Ben 
  
On behalf of Rail Central 
  

 
South Northamptonshire Council (informal draft - sent on 2 March 2016) 

 
Dear Bernadette 
 
We have spoken about the SoCC both in terms of content and how to consult with SNC (ie the 
approval process). 
 
I wanted to come back to you now that we have re-formatted the early informal draft we shared with 
you (and which we discussed when we met on 24 Feb). 
 
Attached are two documents: 
 

1. An abbreviated SoCC  
2. A Report to Inform the SoCC 

 



Read together, these documents include the same comprehensive methodology for consulting locally 
and meeting the requirements for the NSIP process. 
 
Thank you for arranging for us to present our approach to consultation to the DCC on 10 March.  We 
look forward to doing that. 
 
If you would like to share these documents with colleagues and members to assist with that 
meeting/presentation, please feel free to do so. 
 
As you indicated in your mail of 25 Feb, we can then be sure to pick up any member comments and 
include those (where appropriate) in a formal draft of the SoCC to be returned to you directly following 
the presentation to the DCC. 
 
As you indicated, this should then ensure sign off at or within 24 hrs of the 14 April DCC. 
 
We have pushed the exhibition start date back and now intend to start on 28 April, keeping our 
commitment to be consulting in April. 
 
So that you are aware, we are also submitting these documents to NBC today. 
 
I should also make the point that the presentation of the documents will be further refined once we 
have formally agreed the content. 
 
Many thanks again for your assistance and do please contact me or one of the team if there is 
anything you would like to cover in the immediate term. 
 
All the best 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 

 
 

South Northamptonshire Council (formal draft - sent on 17 March 2016) 

Bernadette 
 
Good to see you at the LLG Workshop yesterday and thank you for coming. 
 
I’m writing to formally submit our draft SoCC to SNC in line with the NSIP process and as per the 
discussions we have been having over recent weeks. 
 
This follows our reviews of the informal earlier drafts and also the presentation of the approach to 
consultation to members (Thursday 10 March). 
 
Our SoCC has been developed with reference to the ‘Planning Act 2008: Guidance on the pre-
application process’ and seeks to be thorough, appropriate and effective. 
 
You kindly agreed that you would take forward a formal SNC review of the SoCC with a view to 
ensuring we achieve completion within the 28 days – and so that the published SoCC can have 
regard to comments from SNC. 
 
We greatly appreciate the input we have already had from SNC via the discussions we have had and 
in line with paragraphs 34-42 of the ‘Guidance on the pre-application process’ and with a view to 
ensuring the effectiveness of the consultation.  
 
In particular input from SNC (yourself and our earlier meeting with Robert (9 Feb)) has already been 
valuable and helped to develop this approach to consultation. 
 



Specifically in response to the questions asked at the presentation to members on 10 March, we have 
also made adjustments to the SoCC. 
 
The key point emerging from the presentation to members was the request to engage more widely 
towards the A5 and into Towcester. 
 
As we have discussed, there are ways to do this and what we are proposing in the amended SoCC is: 
 

1. An additional public exhibition in Towcester – to be held at the Town Hall – and now taking us 
to a total of 8 public exhibitions at local venues across a 3 week period (Phase One 
consultation) 

2. Inclusion of Towcester Town Council within the representative organisations with whom we 
will engage directly throughout the consultation.  

3. Offer of briefing meeting to Towcester Town Council – and confirmation of Rail Central being 
willing/available to attend meetings of Towcester Town Council (consistent with the approach 
for all parishes and locally elected representative groups) 

4. Supply Towcester Town Council with posters, advertisements and publicity information to 
help publicise the consultation and exhibitions (for use on town notice boards, website, 
newsletter etc) 

5. Include Towcester local schools in the engagement with local schools – this to include 
invitations for schools to attend the public exhibitions and also offering briefings/presentation 
in schools by Rail Central 

 
In our view, this offers a comprehensive solution to members’ concern that residents in Towcester 
should be engaged directly. 
 
As I covered at the time – and as already in the previous SoCC draft – there will be local as well as 
national media advertising for the consultation and, we would anticipate, local/regional editorial 
coverage which we realistically expect to include local/regional radio and TV based on contact and 
interest in the proposals to date. 
 
Please can you let me know that this formal draft submission has been received ok? 
 
We can then move forward towards finalisation in line with the process and timetable we have 
previously agreed. As a reminder, that is: 
 
3rd March 2016 - submission of draft documents for informal review by local authority. 
10th March 2016 - pre-committee presentation by applicant to explain rationale, answer any queries 
and take away any initial comments. 
17th March 2016 - formal submission of documents to local authority (triggering 28 day consultation 
period). 
14th April 2016 - report to Development Control Committee. 
15th April 2016 - local authority's formal representation to be submitted to applicant (end of 28 day 
consultation period).  
 
If there is any clarification you would like ahead of and to assist the DCC meeting on 14 April, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or Will. 
 
We can then, I hope, ensure that the published SoCC reflects the input that we have had from SNC 
throughout our dialogue on the SoCC (informal and formal drafts) and that the consultation 
programme we take forward is appropriate, comprehensive, and effective. 
 
I have attached the documents both as tracked-change versions of the 3 March docs (for ease of 
reference to changes) and as 17 March updated clean versions. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 



 

 

 

Northamptonshire County Council (formal draft – sent on 22 March 2016) 

Jethro, Martin 
 
Further to my conversation with Martin just now, I’m writing to submit the draft Statement of 
Community Consultation (SoCC) for Rail Central. 
 
This is our approach and methodology for consultation. 
 
For completeness, I am sharing also the correspondence we have with SNC on the SoCC where we 
are in a process with Bernadette Owens (case officer) – see email thread below. 
 
I am submitting the draft SoCC to NCC should there be anything you wish to comment on and in line 
the requirements and recommended advice for the NSIP regime and the Planning Act 
2008.  Technically, this provides for 28 days for feedback. 
 
Should there be anything NCC wishes to comment upon, please can I invite you to feed back as soon 
as possible. 
 
As discussed with Martin, I would be pleased to talk through the approach being taken and to provide 
additional background over the phone if that would be helpful. 
 
Please can you let me or my colleague Will Scawn know – we are both on 020 736 7366. 
 
Many thanks and kind regards 
 
Ben Copithorne 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

 

 

Northampton Borough Council (informal draft – sent on 15 February 2016) 
 
Dear Steven and David 
 
I wanted to get in touch following your meeting with my colleagues Danny James and James Digby 
last Tuesday (9 Feb) at which you discussed the emerging proposals for Rail Central and the team 
updated you on our proposed approach to consultation. 
 
With that in mind, please see attached an informal draft of our Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC). 
 
This sets out or intended approach to and methodology for consultation in line with the NSIP process 
and Planning Act 2008. 
 
What we would like to do, with your assistance, is receive any feedback from you by sharing this 
informally with you.  We have always found this approach to be helpful in the past and I would hope it 
would be the same in this case too. 
 
We can then make any adjustments ahead of submitting the draft to in a formal manner and triggering 
the 28 day review period. 
 



As discussed previously, we see the main interest in the SoCC coming from SNC (by fact of the site 
being within its boundary) but we wanted to ensure you are fully involved and engaged in the process. 
 
If you would like to discuss this, please contact me or my colleagues Will or Jamie (copied). 
 
We will be looking to submit the SoCC to you in a formal capacity later this month. 
 
You might like to be aware that we have a meeting with the SNC case officer on 24 Feb to review the 
informal draft so any comments you/NBC would like to make on the informal draft would be 
appreciated by close of play on 24 Feb. 
 
I have copied Danny at Turley for info. 
 
Many thanks and look forward to hearing from you – my numbers are 020 7636 7366 / 07968 748125. 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 

 

Northampton Borough Council (formal draft - sent on 2 March 2016) 
 

David 
 
Many thanks for your e-mail of Monday (29 Feb) and comments on that informally shared draft. 
 
It is useful and appreciated to know that you are satisfied with the approach to consultation as 
outlined in that informal draft SoCC. 
 
As part of our wider discussions on that informal draft SoCC, we have discussed the presentation of 
the material, mindful of the benefits of making the information as clear and accessible as possible. 
 
I therefore wanted to come back to you now that we have re-formatted the material. 
 
Attached are two documents: 
 

3. An abbreviated SoCC  
4. A Report to Inform the SoCC 

 
Read together, these documents include the same comprehensive methodology for consulting locally 
and meeting the requirements for the NSIP process.  The content is essentially the same as the 
previous version. 
 
This e-mail is therefore to submit the draft SoCC formally to you for consideration and I appreciate 
that will be likely to include taking views from others at the Council too. 
 
We have some flexibility in our programme but it would be useful to understand how you would like to 
respond on behalf of the Council on this formally submitted draft.  If you would like longer than the 28 
days, we have a degree of flexibility in our programme. 
 
Please therefore accept this as our formal submission of the draft SoCC and I look forward to 
agreeing next steps with you in terms of formal feedback from NBC. 
 
Many thanks and I am more than happy to arrange a call if that would be useful. 
 
Kind regards 
 



Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 


